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The condition that all the states in a federa-
tion should have the same form of government
is insisted upon in many federations, notably
in the United States of America and in the
Union of Soviet Republics. In both these
cases there was a compelling motive behind
the provision. The United States was anxious
to safeguard the republican form of govern-
ment, and the clause prohibiting the states
from departing from this creed was the natural
outcome of a fear of monarchy, then almost
universally accepted in Europe as the right
principle of government. Russia is officially
styled the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics.
It is clearly stated that the union consists only
of Socialist republics organised in the Soviet
manner. Naturally, communities organised
differently have no place in the Soviet Federa-
tion.
If the states entering the Indian Union are
to have the right of maintaining their own
forms of constitution, it follows that they
must possess the right to alter, modify or
change those forms. The claim which the
Princes now put forward that the Crown is
pledged to the maintenance of the existing
forms of government in the states would